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Introduction
The battle of Saratoga was one of the factors that led to the American victory against the British Empire. The battle took place between September and October of 1777 and involved Gate’s American army and Burgoyne’s army and Albany. [footnoteRef:2]The battle occurred in Saratoga town and Burgoyne’s army was overpowered by the American army after France entered the war as an ally to America in October 1777. This victory marked a critical moment for the Revolutionary War. The Battle of Saratoga was the result of British failures and it marked an important milestone in the Revolutionary War because of its diplomatic indications including the formation of the French-American alliance. [2:  Snow, Dean R. 1777: Tipping Point at Saratoga. Oxford University Press, 2016.
] 

1. Was the Battle of Saratoga the result of American skill or British failures?
The Battle of Saratoga was the result of British failures and began after the Canadian invasion failure (Battle of Quebec). This failed invasion led to the British desire to overturn rebellion by separating the New England colonies from the rest of the colonies in America. The British also wanted to disappoint American supporters, for example, France not to enter into the fight. The battle erupted as a result of the plan by the British to take control of New York and to separate New England from the other colonies in the South in an attempt to conclusively bring the Revolution to an end. This plan turned out as a critical moment for the Americans that they waited for. The battle started when John Burgoyne, the British General, transferred a sample of his army in an effort to surround Bemis Heights that was an American deep-rooted location. The British failed in this mission and also in her effort to manage the Hudson River Valley. Burgoyne and his army captured numerous forts and camped nearby Saratoga while General Gates army’s convened few miles away.
The Southern and Western forces that Burgoyne planned to meet did not show up which symbolized the beginning of her failure. This failure made him be surrounded by the American army in New York.[footnoteRef:3] Burgoyne failed in the two battles (freeman’s farm battle and Bemis height battle) that he engaged with America. The strategy of Burgoyne of isolating New England from the other colonies was faced with organizational and managerial problems. Burgoyne had lost support, especially from India after the defeat at Bennington which made his situation difficult. Burgoyne also ran low on his army as a result of the several casualties injured during the fight which worsened his situation. Clinton failed to provide the assistance he had promised Burgoyne which contributed to the British failure. [3:  Luzader, J. F. (1971). The Battle of Saratoga.
] 

The British army moved on and engaged Gate’s army at the Freeman’s Farm Battle, known as the First Battle of Saratoga, on the 19th of September. The British experienced more casualties than the Americans. Burgoyne’s army failed to penetrate American lines forcing them to retreat. On the 7th of October, the American army fought back another probe by the British in the Battle of Bemis Heights or the Second Battle of Saratoga. The British army together with their German allies was overwhelmed and almost lost their established positions. [footnoteRef:4]The British were surrounded by Americans by the 13th of October and Burgoyne was made to accept the first massive surrender of the British army. The British were unsuccessful in this war forcing them to surrender their whole army on the 17th of October. [4:  Snow, Dean R. 1777: Tipping Point at Saratoga. Oxford University Press, 2016.] 

During the Battle, Burgoyne lost close to 600 of his army and was hoping to get reinforcement from General Henry Clinton which was never received. Burgoyne’s remaining army drilled furrows to wait for boosting but they received none. The British army was trapped in the wilderness of New York with inadequate supplies such as food making the troop reduce to half. This resulted in the growth and increase of the American army that won the war.
The British army underestimated the fighting power of the Americans. Burgoyne was also presumptuous of the fighting capacity of the British. [footnoteRef:5]Overestimation of troops and underestimation of the fighting capacity of the Americans resulted in the failure of the British. [footnoteRef:6]Other failures of the British were in its 3 options for her campaigns which were proposed by Howe. The first plan demanded extra 15,000 troops. This plan failed because Germany reduced the number of troops provided to Howe thinking that Howe had overstated losses. The second plan was the “lure of the capital” which was to take the land of Philadelphia as a blow to America. However, this plan was reckless because it did not support Burgoyne’s army and endangered the British army during the river crossing. The third plan involved taking the sea of Philadelphia. Germany sent fewer troops again leading to the failure of the plan. [5:  Davis, Nolan. "Franklin and Diplomacy." WCDS History Papers: 85.
]  [6:  Burgoyne, Arthur St Clair John, and William Phillips. "John Burgoyne’s expedition." Saratoga Campaign: 49.
] 

All three plans failed due to the underestimation of the Americans. Howe can be blamed for the British failure because he attained his goal but did not support Burgoyne in his campaign. Burgoyne’s army was devastated, their routes were disconnected, and Burgoyne failed to get the reinforcement that he had been promised. British experienced a series of delays and problems making Burgoyne’s army battle Gate’s army solely decreasing their winning possibility.  
2. Why was the battle a significant turning point in the Revolutionary War?
[footnoteRef:7]The primary reason why the Battle of Saratoga was an important turning point in the Revolutionary War is because of its diplomatic indications. The Battle of Saratoga was important because it was the first conclusive victory of the Americans. The battle was played an important role by winning the trust of France that the American Revolution was a feasible source to support who then supported the Americans. France ended up forming an alliance with America which transformed the Revolutionary War. [7:  Snow, Dean R. 1777: Tipping Point at Saratoga. Oxford University Press, 2016.
] 

The Battle of Saratoga was also significant because it proved that the Americans had the capability of conquering the British. This capability convinced the antagonists of Britain including France and Holland to give their support to the Americans. This was an important move for the Americans because they needed enough support in their fight against Britain which was the leading power globally.
The victory of the battle was important because it increased the morale of the Americans. The battle not only convinced France and the Dutch of America’s capability of winning but also the Americans themselves. The fact that they had conquered the greatest military in the world made them believe that they had the victory at hand. With France entering the war as an American ally, the Revolutionary War developed into a world battle. The greatest significance of the battle was its diplomatic indications which transformed the nature of the battle.
Attaining their independence through a military battle showed an exceptional struggle. This is because the Americans were disadvantaged in the battle with the British for they had inadequately skilled military to face the British army which had also hired mercenaries. The British army was also more powerful than the American army.
The Battle of Saratoga raised American courage by ending the threat by Britain and by winning the control of Hudson River. By winning the war, Americans stopped the separation of New England colonies from the others. This secured the states of New England, raised their spirits, and showed their ability to win the war against Great Britain.
The battle was also significant because it increased the dream of gaining independence and helped the Americans to obtain foreign assistance. The battle marked the last main battle in the Revolution of America and marked the beginning of the state’s independence. The battle cemented the prominence of Washington as a prominent leader resulting in him being elected as the first US president. The battle also opened up new trade partnerships and markets for the Americans. The victory of America unfolded the territories in the West for settlement and intrusion which provided new markets. Americans began producing their manufacturers and no longer relied on those from Britain.
The battle spread in the setting of the political enemies of Europe while the other European nations watched the battle. States such as France were interested to see the colonies breaking successfully from the British and wanted to revenge for the humiliations from the British. The battle was important because it proved to be a good chance for France to succeed in its mission. [footnoteRef:8]The battle also signified the first time that the British army gave in a battle in the last 1,000 years. The battle demonstrated to the whole world that the United States was a power that was to be considered. [8:  Luzader, J. F. (1971). The Battle of Saratoga] 

The Battle of Saratoga was also important because it led to the signing of the Saratoga Convention by John Burgoyne in October 1777. The joining of the battle by France and the conquering of Burgoyne alarmed London who sent the Carlisle Commission to provide for the independence of America. The battle also brought Spain into the war against Britain. [footnoteRef:9]The battle is considered by historians as one of the topmost 15 clashes in the history of the whole world due to its great impact on the victory of the Americans. The battle was also a lesson to the British that the Americans were capable of fighting effectively and bravely. [9:  Gates, John Burgoyne Horatio, Simon Fraser, Benedict Arnold, FA Riedesel Benjamin Lincoln, Johann Specht Enoch Poor, Wilhelm R. von Gall Ebenezer Learned, and Daniel Morgan. "Battles of Saratoga." Saratoga Campaign (1919): 81.
] 









References
Snow, Dean R. 1777: Tipping Point at Saratoga. Oxford University Press, 2016.
Burgoyne, Arthur St Clair John, and William Phillips. "John Burgoyne’s expedition." Saratoga Campaign: 49.
Gates, John Burgoyne Horatio, Simon Fraser, Benedict Arnold, FA Riedesel Benjamin Lincoln, Johann Specht Enoch Poor, Wilhelm R. von Gall Ebenezer Learned, and Daniel Morgan. "Battles of Saratoga." Saratoga Campaign (1919): 81.
Luzader, J. F. (1971). The Battle of Saratoga.
Davis, Nolan. "Franklin and Diplomacy." WCDS History Papers: 85.
